
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Margaret`s Chapel Guild 
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January 2021 Issue: 39 

Convenor`s Message 

I type this looking out on a cold, clear and slightly frosty day.  Already 

the snowdrops and miniature iris have broken through what appears 

to be solid earth, so there are signs of life and hope around.  I wish 

you all a good 2021 and hope that the year will be kind to both you 

and your families.   

 

Our arrangements for an alternative St Margaret’s Day celebration 

and AGM went smoothly.  I know a number of you have watched the 

service that our President, Neil Gardner, recorded in the Chapel.  

Viewers spanned the globe, and it allowed members that wouldn’t 

normally be able to attend in person to be part of our day.  We hope 

to repeat this in future.   

 

A report on the AGM and the results of the postal ballot can be found 

in this Newsletter.  The new Constitution has now been adopted. One 

of the consequences of this is that the Fellowship no longer exists as a 

separate entity.  I would like to formally welcome the former 

Fellowship members as Guild members. 

 

With the Castle currently closed, there is no plan to place fresh 

flowers in the Chapel for the foreseeable future.  The committee 

continues to hold regular meetings via Zoom.  If there is anything that 

you would like to raise, please get in touch either via the Guild email 

(stmargaretschapel@gmail.com) or to me directly 

(hazel@poststreet.com, 0131 667 4790). 

 

We will keep you updated as the Government advice changes, and 

things hopefully improve.  In the meantime, keep safe and keep 

looking for the silver-linings in whatever situation you find yourself in. 

 

Hazel M Dunn 

 

Thanksgiving 2020 

In recent years, on the Friday 

closest to Thanksgiving Day 

we have placed a red, white 

and blue arrangement in the 

Chapel to celebrate the link 

between St Margaret’s Chapel 

Guild and an organisation 

called the National Guild of 

Saint Margaret of 

Scotland.  The group is based 

in America, and make regular, 

generous donations to the 

Guild.  This year to mark the 

occasion, our former Flower 

Supervisor Fiona Kidd created 

this display at home. 

 

 



 

  

Resolution                                                                                             For          Against           Abstain 

1. Allowing postal votes                                                           97   1                              1 

2. Approving the 2019 AGM minutes                                      92                           1                             6 

3. Approving the adoption of new constitution                         90                           3                              5 

4(a) Appointment of Hazel Dunn as Convenor                         94                           2                              3 

4(b) Appointment of Margaret Ann Crawford as Vice Convenor 93                           3                              3 

4(c) Appointment of Margaret Ann Crawford as Treasurer          93                           2                              4 

4(d) Appointment of Sarah James as Secretary                          94                           2                              3 

4(e) Appointment of Gillian Baptie as Flower Supervisor                    94                           2                              3 

4(f) Appt. of Margaret Gordon as Membership Secretary                     94                            1                              4 

5(a) Appointment of Margaret Dean CVO as Vice President     90                          -                               6 

5(b) Appt. of Kathleen Margaret Fairweather CBE as Vice President    92                         2                              5 

5(c) Appointment of Margaret Lindsell as Vice President           95                           1                              3 

5(d) Appt. of Joanna Margaret Milne MBE as Vice President                  90                        -                               6 

5(e) Appointment of Margaret Wheeler as Vice President          92                       -                               3 

6.  Approving the 2019/2020 Accounts                                         95.                       -                4 

7. Approving Charitable Donations                                                97                         -                              2 

St Margaret`s Chapel Guild 

Annual General Meeting 16TH November 2020 

 

The Annual General Meeting of St Margaret’s Chapel Guild took place on Monday 16th November 2020 inside the 

Canongate Kirk church hall in Edinburgh. Taking account of the then current Government restrictions in place 

regarding gatherings and social distancing, the meeting was chaired by the President, the Rev Neil Gardner, and 

attended by the Convenor, Hazel Dunn, the Secretary, Sarah James and Iain Meiklejohn, solicitor who had acted 

as independent teller of the voting papers received along with Imogen Gibson, Canongate Kirk secretary.  

 

The meeting followed the Agenda circulated to members. The President welcomed those attending to the 

meeting and in particular Iain Meiklejohn who had agreed to give his report on the votes in person to the 

meeting. IM commented that there had been a high level of member participation in the voting, reflecting the 

excellent turnout and number of voting papers returned.  

 

A total of 99 voting forms were counted on 11 November 2020. Subsequent to 9 November (the closing date for 

the return of voting forms) a further four voting forms were received. Each of the four voting forms indicated 

votes in favour of all the resolutions set out on the voting form, with no votes against or abstentions indicated on 

the further voting forms. If counted the four further voting forms would not affect the voting outcome on any 

resolution and would increase by four the votes recorded below in favour of each resolution.  

 

The voting outcomes were as follows: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report on Votes cont. 

The President gave a report on the Guild to the meeting, a detailed account 

of which will be contained in the Minutes of the AGM to be sent out ahead 

of the AGM in November 2021. He had received and submitted a letter from 

the Deputy Private Secretary to HRH The Princess Royal the Patron of the 

Guild conveying the following message on Her behalf to Guild members: 

 

Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal has asked me to thank you for your 

recent letter and kind wishes, and has asked that the following message be 

conveyed: 

 

“As Patron, I send my warm thanks and very best wishes to all the members 

of St Margaret’s Chapel Guild for their kind message of loyal greetings on 

the occasion of St Margaret’s Day. The pandemic means that you cannot 

meet together as you had hoped, but it also means that St Margaret’s 

enduring example of kindness and compassion is more important than ever. 

As you remember her in your own homes, you can look forward to gathering 

again one day in the Guild’s spiritual home at Edinburgh Castle”. 

Anne 

Patron 

St Margaret’s Chapel Guild 

New Members 

 

The following new members were admitted to the Guild:-  

Margaret Maxwell, Lynda Margaret McGrath, Margaret Palmer, Margaret 

(Rita) Robson, Margaret Robinson, Hannah Margaret Torrance, Heather 

Margaret McKenzie, Margot Singh and Margaret Swain. These new 

members will receive their membership certificates by post in due course.  

 

The President was delighted to see that each of the voting resolutions had 

been carried resoundingly. He thanked Iain Meiklejohn for helping to 

monitor the process assiduously and scrupulously and all Guild members 

who had participated in the voting. Iain was presented with a bottle of what 

we believe was his favourite malt whisky by the Convenor on behalf of the 

Guild. Voting papers would be kept in the safe in the Canongate Kirk Manse 

office for one month and thereafter destroyed. The meeting closed with 

sincere thanks from the Convenor to the President for chairing the meeting 

and for arranging and recording the St Margaret’s Day service now available 

online for members to watch.  

 

An extended report on the meeting which will comprise the Minutes of 

the AGM of 2020 will be circulated to Guild members ahead of the AGM 

in November 2021.  

 

Sarah M James, Secretary 

 

 

 

Princess Anne 

70th Birthday Rose 

Last year our Patron Princess HRH 

Princess Anne celebrated her 70th 

Birthday. 

SMCG recognised the event by letter 

and an extra £500 was donated to 

her Charities Trust. 

This beautiful shrub rose is called 

Princess Anne. It has flowered 

continually this past year in Margaret 

Ann`s garden, a delight to see. 

 

 

SMCG Instagram 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Supervisor 

A few words from our newly elected 

Flower Supervisor, Gillian Baptie: 

 

At the start of December a festive 

arrangement was temporarily 

placed in the Chapel (photos 

attached). Special thanks to 

Margaret Lindsell whose generous 

donation made this possible. 

 

My recent appointment seemed an 

excellent opportunity to give 

another member the chance to be 

more involved with the Guild, and 

am pleased to announce that 

Margaret Williamson will take over 

November flower supervisor 

duties. 

 

Following Margaret Richardson's 

retirement, Lindsay Scott has 

agreed to take on the role of 

October flower supervisor.  

  

Whilst we remain unable to visit 

the Chapel, I would encourage and 

welcome photographs of home 

flower arrangements for our 

Instagram page. Small, large, 

traditional, modern etc - it's nice to 

share a colourful flower 

arrangement with those who will 

appreciate it. Attached are a 

number of photos received in 

November, the first four 

beautifully arranged for St 

Margaret’s day. 

  

I have also attached a screen shot 

of the most recent Instagram post  

(previous page) along with an image 

showing an overview of historic 

posts. I hope this sparks interest in 

members with Instagram accounts 

and perhaps intrigue from those 

without. Should you have any 

questions about Instagram, the 

Guilds profile or photographs 

uploaded - please do not hesitate 

to reach out.  I'll happily answer 

any questions that I can!  

  

 

Gillian gillianbaptie@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Our Festive Arrangement 

With thanks to Margaret Lindsell 

St Margaret`s Day 

Members Arrangements 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual flower demonstration 
We would like to schedule a virtual flower 

demonstration.  Please let us know if you would be interested 

in attending, and if you might consider doing an arrangement 

on the day (or showing one that you prepared earlier). The 

idea is that the arrangements would be suitable for the 

Chapel, but hopefully they may give you some ideas that you 

could try at home.  

hazel@poststreet.net or stmargaretschapel@gmail.com. 

 

Death of Archbishop Tartaglia 
Members will have been sorry to learn of the death of 

Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, Archbishop of Glasgow, on 

13th January 2021. It was in his capacity as President of the 

Bishops’ Conference of the Roman Catholic Church in 

Scotland – and therefore one of our Honorary Presidents – 

that Archbishop Philip joined us on several St Margaret’s Days 

in Edinburgh Castle. He welcomed every opportunity to walk 

in the light of St Margaret and was a keen supporter of the 

Guild, and we offer our condolences to his family, friends and 

colleagues.  

Ottile 

Margaret 

Watson 

Members Update 

 

 

 

 

Newest Member 

Welcome to our newest 

member Ottile Margaret 

Watson who was born in 

August last year.  In this 

beautiful photograph Ottile 

is showing her delight as she 

follows in the footsteps of 

her mum, Stephanie 

 

Deaths 

Sadly we have to report the death of 

the Hon Margaret Buchanan-Smith 

on 29th November 2020.   

Changes at the Castle 
At the beginning of December Nick Finnigan, the Executive 

Manager at the Castle, contacted us to let us know that he 

was leaving the post.  We appreciate the support and interest 

Nick took in the Guild, and a card was sent wishing him 

well.  To date the vacancy has not been filled.  We maintain 

good communications with the various parts of Historic 

Environment Scotland that we interact with, and feel sure 

that this will continue should an appointment to this position 

be made. 

 

 

Zoom Coffee Morning 
It has been an age since we last had the 

chance to catch up over a coffee.  We 

would like to host a Zoom Coffee Chat 

from 10 to 11am on Tuesday 16th of 

February. 

Please get in touch if you are free, and 

we will send you the link.  If it proves 

successful, we will look at hosting a 

virtual meeting each month until the 

Dome reopens and we can meet 

physically. 

hazel@poststreet.net or stmargaretsch

apel@gmail.com. 

 

 

New Year’s Honours List 
The eagle-eyed among you may have 

spotted that the former Principal of 

Queen Margaret University, Prof Petra 

Wend, was made a CBE in the 2021 

Queen’s New Year’s Honours List. 

 

Margaret Watson and her great grandmother, 

Margaret S. Aitken in becoming a member of the 

Guild! 

Engagement 

Congratulations to Gillian and James 

.......... 

Gillian Baptie, our recently elected 

Flower Supervisor, became engaged 

last year to James Frazer.  The 

wedding has been arranged for June 

at South Queensferry.  All good 

wishes from your friends in St 

Margaret's Chapel Guild. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee update 
 

The Committee are now the Trustees of the Guild, in line 

with the new Constitution. At a Committee meeting following 

the AGM we approached Guild member Angela Casey to see 

if she would undertake the task of updating and maintaining 

the Guild website.  We were delighted that Angela has 

agreed to share her considerable expertise with us.  Angela 

will undertake this role in a delegated capacity, and as such 

will not have the responsibility of being a Trustee. 

We also agreed that editing the Newsletter would be a 

delegated task, and thought that having a guest editor for 

each edition would allow members the opportunity to see 

how they enjoyed the job without committing themselves.  If 

you think that you might be the next Anna Wintour, we 

would love to hear from you.  

Contact Details 
 

Whilst we endeavour to maintain our 

records as up to date as possible it is always 

helpful to be kept informed of any changes 

to address, telephone numbers and email 

addresses.  

 

All changes should be sent to 

margaretgordon52@gmail.com or by 

telephoning 0131 449 2554 

 

Your assistance is much appreciated. 

Similarly, Application for Membership to St 

Margaret’s Chapel Guild should be sent to 

Margaret Gordon. 

Treasurer`s Report 

Little did we know last year when we read the SMCG January newsletter that Covid 19 would turn our world 

upside down. We have all been subject to the various restrictions it has placed on our lives. Being unable to meet 

face to face with friends and family and have a hug has been a huge miss. 

Edinburgh Castle closed to visitors at the start of the pandemic last March and remained closed until             they 

were safely able to reopen to a maximum of 1000 visitors a day, following a one- way system which allowed for 

strict social distancing, and hand sterilising available outside each building. When all was in place, the Chapel also 

reopened to visitors, one family at a time, or one individual at a time. The St Margaret booklets were deemed a 

possible source of cross infection, so for health and safety reasons have been withdrawn from display in the 

Chapel. 

With so few visitors visiting the Chapel, and no booklets, our donations box has received little. Therefore, we 

were so very thankful to our members for their generous donations enclosed with the AGM papers. This has 

made a great contribution, and with adding gift aid, even more. Thank you. 

Following the AGM., we were able to send out the agreed donations to other charitable organisations, and each 

has responded with much appreciation, as all Charities are facing financial shortfall.  

Within the Chapel we have set up a means of receiving £2 donations through a text message. Visitors can donate 

£2 by texting EDCASTLESMCG 2  to 70085. As many people no longer carry cash this may be an alternative means 

of receiving donations. We will see if this works once the Castle reopens, and visitors return. 

So we look to 2021 and what it may have in store for us all. In many areas the vaccine is being rolled out, and we 

have great hopes and expectations of some return to ‘normal’ living. May it be so. 

Committee Update 

And to finish 

It has been a pleasure to guest edit this edition of the newsletter, which I hope helps lift our spirits in the current 

crisis. I would like to thank Margaret Lynch for her advice, having been the custodian of the newsletter for so 

many years.  At a time when we cannot meet or socialise, staying in touch in this way is more important than 

ever. 

Growing up in Fife, the legend of St Margaret is very much part of the local history.  My late mother would tell me 

stories of St Margaret’s Day parades through Dunfermline, ending with Mass at the football stadium. I am named 

after her favourite Saint.   It has been fascinating getting to know so many other Margaret’s from around Scotland 

through the St Margaret’s Chapel Guild community. I look forward to when we can all meet again. 

 

Margaret McKelvie Williamson 

Guest Editor 


