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THE 950 ANNIVERSARY OF
DUNFERMLINE ABBEY

On the Feast Day of Saint Margaret of Scotland, Wéeday 16
November 2022, a Service of Worship was held infBumline Abbey
Church to celebrate the 95@nniversary of the founding of a priory o
the site by Queen Margaret.

The occasion was also significant in that St MaegBeclaration of
Friendship between the Roman Catholic Church ofl&td and the
Church of Scotland being signed.

Attending the Service were Her Royal Highness thecBss Royal,
The Most Revd Leo Cushley, Archbishop and Metrdpolof St
Andrews and Edinburgh plus leaders and clergy fatirdenominations
of the Christian Church.

Perfection, Light, Life and Love were highlighted foupils of
Dunfermline High School as the 4 miracles pertgrtm St. Margaret.

A new anthem, written for the occasion by Lisa Maltéa entitled ‘Thou Lord and God of Power’ was sbygghe
Dunfermline Abbey Choristers who were joined by rhens of Kilgraston School Chamber Choir which wa
grand, beautiful, slightly haunting piece of mussey suitable for the occasion.

In his sermon, Archbishop Cushley said that Margages very real to us, not an aura of a Celtic mgtlen at this
distance in time. We can honour her goodness,trarf character, patience, mercy, determinatienss of justice
and her holiness. We can learn from her to plengselves to work as she did for the peace andepitgpf our

land. He delivered a very meaningful sermon onsfian unity which befitted the occasion.

The Signing of the St Margaret Declaration of Frieship by Most
Revd Cushley and The Right Revd Dr lain Greenshgl#loderator
of the Church of Scotland.

Following the signing of the Declaration, Princeéssne spoke in a
relaxed, occasionally humorous, way about St Ma&tjgmessage o
unity and friendship and that she was honouredet@resent for the
signing of the Declaration of Friendship. She padithe assemble
congregation that it had been signed as she hatksséd it! She
referred to her presence that morning at the Sgitat Chapel Guild
service in the Castle chapel. She emphasised yia¢ service given by
Margaret to the community which should be maintdibg the church
and her commitment to education.

It was altogether a very historic, enjoyable ananoeable Service, which | felt privileged, as albieg member of
the Abbey, to attend, and also to act as the affreipresentative of the St Margaret Guild. [mids not being able
to attend the Guild service, lunch and meeting,llmauld not be at both occasions unless the Ps;&oyal had
given me a lift over to Dunfermline!
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A Day in the Life of....

Every day in Edinburgh Castle for its Governor is as different as the weather.
The role is now done by me, as a Major General in the Army Reserve, which
means that | fulfil my military duties in tandem with the commitments of my
civilian career.

In my case, | fit the duties as Governor of Edinburgh Castle into a portfolio
career as a broadcaster (for Sky News and ABC News in America); as an
historical advisor for film and TV drama (currently shaping a new ITV series);
a documentary maker and author. The thread that runs through all this work
is a deep interest in what shapes a nation, its history and the meanings
behind its traditions and protocol. As a result of this, | feel there is a

strong synergy between my non-military work and the privilege of being
Governor and, therefore, the guardian of such a treasure in Scotland’s story.

The year has four immovable events that the Governor is expected to
support. These are The King's Royal Week in Holyrood House, in the
summer; the Lord High Commissioner of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland’s term of office, in May; the Royal Edinburgh
Military Tattoo, in August, and November’s Acts of Remembrance.

The Governor’s role in the first two, stems from a time when the Castle
provided security to the monarch and his representatives, when in Edinburgh.
The Tattoo is just over 70 years old. Remembrance events emerged from

the 1918 Armistice and is poignantly part of the Castle’s fabric in the Scottish National War Memorial, of which the Governor is
a Trustee, and in which are commemorated four of the Scots Guardsmen | went to war with in 1982 but did not bring home.

In addition, the Governor represents The King in his principal Scottish fortress; supports the Army in Scotland and embodies
the tradition of Scotland’s Armed Forces, past, present and future, in Edinburgh Castle, which is the ‘foundation stone of the
Scottish martial tradition’.

Each year there are also a calendar of Gun Salutes, which are ordered by The King, to mark days like His Majesty’s birthday
(actual and official), accession and coronation (which will be fired first this year). All of this requires planning. Much of this is
done by the Army Staff and | am supported by my Aide de Camp and Linda Lyness, my Personal Assistant, who has served
thirteen governors in this role!

From my office in the Castle, looking across the Pentlands, or from a quiet corner of the set of Downton Abbey, via Zoom, |
keep across the planning for events and my relationship with Edinburgh generally.

Ultimately, | serve to meet all official visitors, like Nancy Pelosi, then Speaker of the United States House of Representatives.
But | also thrive among the tourists that are the life blood of the fortress. | feel a strong bond with the Historic Environment
Scotland staff and | love seeing the Guild of St Margaret’s, in any of their visits.

But perhaps the most memorable day so far was last June, when | had the privilege of surrendering the Key of Edinburgh Castle
to Queen Elizabeth Il. | had presented it privately to Her Majesty the year before, when she dined with us in the Governor’s
Quarter but the Act of Loyalty at Holyrood House, where the key had been presented to George 1V two hundred years before,
in 1822, was a profound privilege. She gave it back!

It was her last public duty with the Armed Forces. | shall stand ready to surrender the key to The King and fulfil any duties | am
called to do, until | demit this huge privilege in September 2024. | know my successor will love the role and working with the
Guild as much as | have.

Major General Alistair Bruce of Crionaich OBE VR
Governor of Edinburgh Castle
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